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1(541 July 19,1901 

Dr. Wailes now has charge of the hospital until further arrange- 
ments can be made. On my visit to the hospital this morning, Dr. 
Wailes reports that Mrs. Withrow was taken ill last night about 10.30, 
with a chill, fever, pain in back, headache, congested eyes, and all 
symptoms pointing to yellow fever infection. These cases will be fully 
reported to the Bureau at the earliest possible moment. 

It is impossible to tell how far the infection extends, as it is only in 
the few cases that are among the better class that any attempt at disin- 
fection of discharges is made. 

The native population does not lay much stress on taking any pre- 
cautions, and I often hear the expression among them " the West India 
people do not have yellow fever." 

All the vessels engaged in the fruit trade with New Orleans and 
Mobile now carry physicians as medical inspectors of their respective 
boards. 

All precautions possible are taken respecting the persons boarding 
vessels. Two vessels have been held for several hours by the customs 
officials awaiting the disinfection of their clothing, the vessels having 
arrived ahead of time. Prior to the outbreak of yellow /ever, the coop- 
eration of the Government officials was not obtained with any degree of 
certainty. On the announcement of Dr. Probert's case, I addressed the 
alcalde on. the situation, and he immediately issued orders that my 
request be complied with. Since then all officers have their clothing 
disinfected by me and cheerfully comply with all my suggestions. 
Eespectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

V. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

BOOAS DEL TOBO, COLOMBIA, July 10, 1901. 

Sir: Since writing my letter six hours ago, I have visited Miss 
Winne and find that she has developed a typical case of yellow fever, 
but of a mild type, Dr. Wailes concurring in the diagnosis. 

Eespectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

COSTA RIGA. 

Reports from Port Limon — Fruit port — A case of yellow fever. 

Port Limon, Costa Eica, Jvly 4, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report a new case of yellow fever in the 
person of one Charles Whitwan, a citizen of the United States, of Eng- 
lish parentage ; has resided in Port Limon for only a few months ; was 
admitted to the hospital of the United Fruit Company on the second 
day of his illness (yesterday) and immediately isolated. It is so far a 
mild though an undoubted case of yellow fever ; diagnosis concurred 
in by Dr. Steggal, the hospital physician, and Dr. Jumel, of the Louis- 
iana State board of health. I am endeavoring by close inquiries to trace 
the connection, if any, between this case and the preceding ones. 
Eespectfully, D. W. Goodman, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Port Limon, Costa Eioa, July 7, 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and trans- 
actions at this port during the week ended July 7, 1901 : Population, 
according to census of , . 

Present estimated population, 4,000. 

Number of cases and deaths from yellow fever during the week, 1 case ; 
deaths, none ; number of cases and deaths from smallpox during the 
week, none ; number of cases and deaths from typhus fever during the 
week, none ; number of cases and deaths from cholera during the week, 
none ; number of cases and deaths from plague during the week, none ; 
number of deaths from other causes during the week, 6. 

During the last trimester, 56 deaths have been reported in Port Limon, 
nearly all of them from malarial fever, tuberculosis, or syphilis ; this 
gives the 4,000 inhabitants the very large annual death rate per L,000 
of 56. However, account should be taken of the fact that about one- 
third of these deaths occurred-in patients brought from adjoining ter- 
ritory. 

General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week was : One case of yellow fever, on which a special 
report was made July 4, isolated in hospital, and doing well. No other 
cases now known to exist in this port or immediate vicinity. Malarial 
fever prevails here as is its wont. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : July 1, steam- 
ship Altai; crew. 40 ; passengers from this port, 5 ; passengers in transit, 
6 ; pieces of baggage disinfected, none. July 4, steamship Beverly ; 
crew, 39 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; 
pieces of baggage disinfected, none. July 5, steamship Holxtein; crew, 
22; passengers from this port, none; passengers in transit, none; pieces 
of baggage disinfected, none. July 6, steamship Breakwater; crew, 
30; passengers from this port, none; passengers in transit, none; 
pieces of baggage disinfected, none. July 7, steamship Kitty; crew, 
20 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; pieces 
of baggage disinfected, none. 

Eespectfully, D. W. Goodman, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. U. 8. M. M. 8., 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Report of inspection of the quarantine station at Cardenas. 

Matanzas, Cuba, June 19, 1901. 
Sir : In accordance with telegraphic orders dated Havana, June 14, 
1901, I have the honor to submit herewith, report of inspection of the 
U. S. Marine- Hospital Service Quarantine Station at Cardenas. Act- 
ing Asst. Surg. Enrique Saez is in charge of the station. There are 
no other regular employees. The relations between the quarantine 
officer, the collector of customs, and the shipping interests are excel- 
lent. The quarantine officer occupies at present a room conjointly with 
the captain of the port, bub the collector is having a separate room 
repaired and painted for the exclusive use of the Service With the 
exception of a desk and chair, which belong to the Service, the rest of 
the furniture now in use is the property of the United States consulate. 
The collector has informed Dr. Saez that under orders from headquart- 



